Diglary Managers Association
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Auction a benefit for Meals On Wheels

Story by: Susan Matheny Date Published to Web: 5/17/2006

The Meals On Wheels program recently received a donation of $125 collected at an
auction during the Oregon Central District Dietary Managers convention held in
Madras in April.

Mountain View Hospital dietary manager Pat Weiland presented the check to meal
site coordinator Jeanne Fifield at the senior center last Friday.

The Meals On Wheels program was begun by the Central Oregon Council on Aging
in the mid-1970s. Hot meals are delivered to homebound seniors and others by all
volunteer drivers, one of which has driven weekly for 25 vears, Fifield said.

The program serves anyone over age 60 who is unable to prepare meals and unable
to attend the senior center mealsite.

Many short-term clients recovering from illness or injury receive meals for just a
few weeks, while others with long-term problems are in the program for months or
even years.

Most clients are able to donate towards the cost of their meals, but some cannot.
No one is ever denied service for financial reasons.

Fifield noted in the 2005 fiscal vear, 46 clients were sent 4,045 meals in the
Madras, Metolius and Culver area. Between July 1 of 2005 and April 30, 2006, some
2,920 meals were delivered to 37 different people in this area.

Funding comes in part from the federal government under the Older Americans
Act, with the rest coming from client donations and community support -- like the
dietary managers recent donation.
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